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Topics/Scenario Events



Financial Services

Computerized Accounting.

See attached for the 4 page topic.

Economic Research Project – Individual.  

The United States of America and Canada share many commonalities historically, geographically, and economically. Canada is the USA’s largest trading partner, and vice versa.

For example, over 7 million U.S. jobs are directly supported by trade with Canada, including 1.3 million in the northern border states alone, and Canada is the number one export market for 35 states. Additionally, $1.9 billion in two-way goods and services are traded a day, almost $2 million every minute.

Within the automobile industry, over 1,300 suppliers in 38 states ship auto parts to Canadian assembly facilities, supporting over 360,000 American jobs. On the investment side, Canadian auto parts firms have over 60 facilities in the U.S. that employ thousands of Americans.

Canada is also America’s largest supplier of energy providing oil, gas, electricity and uranium - more than any other country. Canada has the second largest oil reserves in the world and in 2004, displaced Saudi Arabia as the largest supplier of crude oil to America.

However, the “Buy America” provision within both the Bush and Obama administrations’ economic stimulus packages is having negative effects on American-Canadian trade and economic and political relations. This has become a contentious issue in light of America’s free trade agreements.

Research on this topic may include, but is not limited to the following:

• The examination of the “Buy America” provisions within the stimulus packages

• The effects the provisions are having on trade between the two countries

• The way in which trade agreements have been altered in response to the “Buy America” provisions

• How specific industries within America are being effected (positively and/or negatively)

• How the American job market has been impacted by declining America-Canadian trade

• The processes and policies both countries are developing in response to the “Buy America” provisions

• Challenges for the future

• How might the “Buy America” provisions be revised?

• As an advisor to the current administration, what changes might you suggest?

Economic Research Project – Team.  

People are accustomed to living certain lifestyles and different generations each have lifestyles they prefer which are vastly different from other groups. Research how the recent recessionary times have impacted the four main generations of our time. Research on this topic may include, but is not limited to the following:

• Brief histories and psychologies of Baby Boomers, Generation X, Generation Y, and Generation Z

• Life style changes of each generation

• Impact of each generation on the employment sector

• Retirement options of each generation

Administrative Support

Administrative Support Research Project – Individual.  

Different cultures are a major formula in the dynamics of the modern office. It is no secret that we have become a global economy and we need to embrace different cultures as our business base expands to other countries. What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of these different cultures in our workplace? Is this changing the way we do business?

Research and discuss the advantages, disadvantages and include examples of your findings.

Information Technology

Digital Media Production.  

Create a one to two (1-2) minute promotional piece for the Business Professionals of America National Leadership Conference in Washington, DC: May 4-8, 2011.

Computer Animation Team.  

Create a visual animation (not to exceed 2 minutes) that promotes local attractions in Washington, DC.

Network Design Team.  

You have been asked to modernize 2 LANs and introduce a WAN connection for Regal Food Distributors. Regal has 2 locations presently in Dallas, Texas and in Kansas City, Kansas. They are considering opening an office in the future on the west coast. They have all the cable drops that they need in both locations and they want both offices connected full time using a WAN solution. Both locations have 50 sales people each that work primarily as telecommuters. They have 10 administrative assistants at both locations for support and booking appointments for the sales people. There are 10 total upper managers, 7 are in Dallas and 3 are in Kansas City. In Dallas they have 5 tech support people, 10 employees for payroll and budget functions, and 1 receptionist. Your solution must minimally address the following requirements:

1. Proposal of new WAN connectivity solution

2. IP addressing scheme for both internal communications and WAN interconnectivity

3. Propose a connectivity solution for telecommuters enabling them to connect from home and/or on the road.

4. Implement dynamic IP address assignment and DNS for the enterprise

5. Provide an enterprise Anti-virus solution for both locations

6. Recommend a software solution for administrative assistants and sales people to use for the purpose of tracking appointments and contacts (Remember there are administrativeassistants both in Dallas and in Kansas City)

7. Recommend a solution to ensure security of the entire network.

8. Propose internet connectivity solutions including protection from potential threats. Include

bandwidth specifications

You need to offer Regal Food Distributors several variations to your solution in order to determine the solution with the best fit for Regal. The solution(s) must be scalable in order to accommodate growth and change in the future. Be ready to explain your reasoning for your recommendations and show supporting documentation.

School names should not be visible on any equipment, screen savers, etc., utilized during presentations in front of judges.

Software Engineering – Team.  

You are given the task to design circulation software for a local public library. Teams should research the functionality of local area public libraries and incorporate as much of that functionality into their system. Teams are encouraged to take the system as far as theirskill sets will allow. The minimum functionality required is:

• Database

o Relational database containing all tables necessary to support the system.

o The database must be a “backend” data store and must not act as the front end and backend. If using Access, do not create the user interface in Access

o Include a patron data table in the database

o Include accounting for multiple copies of the same book

• Routines

o Maintenance routine for each table in the database to add, update, delete, and print table

o Report to print all books past due

o Book and media check-out routine (take out book)

_ Authenticate patron upon check-out

_ Record check-out transaction in the appropriate table

_ Issue a check-out receipt when a book or media is checked out by a patron

o Book and media check-in routine (return book)

_ Record check-in transaction in the appropriate table

_ Calculate a fine on an overdue book or media

_ Keep a running total on outstanding fines

o Search routine for a book or media in library inventory

• Test Data

o Extensive test data should be developed in all tables

o You can use real ISBN numbers and titles for books and media

• Documentation

o Documentation for your database

o Documentation for system design

o Documentation for the code

Video Production Team.  

Create a (3-5) minute video production over a local hero. Examples include:

• Someone who lived through a major world event, such as 9-11, World War, Depression, etc.

• Someone who has shown outstanding service in the military.

• Someone who goes “above and beyond” in their community.

Web Application Team.  

Create a social networking site. It may resemble popular social networking sites such as "YouTube", "Facebook", "MySpace", "Twitter", web-blogs, etc. However, the site should not be a duplicate (clone) of such sites and must be of your own design..

Web Site Design Team.  

2011 BPA NLC - A Monumental Event

The 2011 BPA NLC will be held in Washington D.C. Teams are to create a Web site about the historical monuments, memorials and unique points of interest (landmarks, museums, tourist attractions) around the capital city.

Ideas for possible content include:

• History of the individual monuments and points of interest

• Virtual tour of monuments, memorials and landmarks

• Tour possibilities while attending BPA NLC (walk, bike, bus, etc)

• Recognition of the oldest and newest monuments, memorials, museums and attractions

• Interactive map of monuments, memorials and points of interest to provide information about each location

The winning design will be incorporated on the 2011 BPA Official NLC Web site.

Management/Marketing/Human Resources

Global Marketing Team.  

“Home Away From Home” is a vacation home-sharing business handling properties on the Eastern Seaboard. Through “Home Away From Home,” homeowners connect with other homeowners to arrange a trade of homes for a vacation at a specific time. For example, a family in Portland, Maine, may agree to exchange homes for the first week in June with a family in Miami, Florida.

Your firm has been hired to provide a marketing plan for the expansion in the domestic market and a vision for future global expansion in one country of your choice. Be prepared to justify the country you have chosen from a marketing standpoint..

Small Business Management Team.  

Aunt Mabel, a friend of the family, is an avid and excellent baker. Her friends and family frequently request that she bake their favorite pies.

She has approached your consulting firm for advice in drawing up a plan for going into business as a pie baker. She indicates that she has $15,000 to invest personally and an additional $32,000 from her family.

Aunt Mabel has chosen to name her business “The Upper Crust” and locate in the Seattle, Washington area, focusing on sales to individuals and restaurants.

Your consulting firm will explore the needs of this start-up business and present them to Aunt Mabel.

Graphic Design Promotion.  

Develop a flyer and logo promoting the Business Professionals of America National Leadership Conference in Washington, DC May 4-8, 2011.

Presentation Management – Individual.  

You are a professional event planner for Professional Business Associates. You have been contacted by a local business owner who wants to send his employees on an incentive vacation instead of paying cash bonuses. There will be approximately 10 employees, who will be going on vacation together for 10 days. These employees are young and definitely follow the trends of Generation Y.

You are to put together three vacation packages for Generation Y. Some things to consider:

• All 10 employees will be traveling at the same time

• All 10 employees are members of Generation Y.

• All 10 employees will need separate rooms during the trip

• Research the psychology of Generation Y.

Include both print and broadcast media in your presentation

Presentation Management – Team.  

Members of your BPA chapter have been asked to visit a nearby city to discuss the creation of a BPA chapter at the local school. Create a multi-media presentation that encourages the nearby school’s administration to create a BPA chapter.

You should include, but are not limited to:

• The local, state and national benefits to the students, school and community to having a BPA chapter at the school

• Essential steps to starting a BPA chapter

• Participation in local, state and national activities and community service projects

• Benefits to attending state and national conferences

Include both print and broadcast media in your presentation.
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